A Guide to Identification by Davise Honig Larone MT (ASCP) MS pp xvii + 156 illustrated £7.45 New York, London &c.: Harper & Row 1976 This is a useful manual for laboratory workers with little experience in the identification of fungi encountered in the field of medical mycology. The guide divides the fungi into four groups depending on colony morphology: fungus-like bacteria; monomorphic yeasts and yeast-like fungi; dimorphic fungi; and monomorphic moulds; the last being subdivided according to the colour of the colony. Under these headings, very good line drawings illustrate the microscopical diagnostic features of the fungi pathogenic to man and animals, as well as those of some of the common organisms frequently encountered as laboratory contaminants. Each drawing has a reference to a page where the pathogenicity, colony and microscopic morphology of the fungus is clearly and concisely described. References are also given as to where more information may be obtained about each organism. The final part of the book deals with laboratory procedures, staining methods and media.
This guide fulfills its purpose in providing an aid to the identification of fungi in culture. As such, it can be considered to be a helpful adjunct to the more comprehensive textbooks on medical mycology. YVONNE This small book is directed to neonatologists, and in particular to those who use electroencephalography in the differential diagnostic problems of the newborn period. As Dr R W Olmsted mentions in his foreword, 'with this ability to maintain life the perinatologist now faces the awesome responsibility of determining the prognosis of the survivors, for there is, perhaps, no greater moral or ethical dilemma than the decision to maintain the life of a newborn who may be compromised by serious sensory, mental and motor deficits'. Dr Engel's book deals primarily with abnormal neonatal electroencephalograms and attempts to define the borderline between unusual EEGs without definite pathology and EEGs which may have significant prognostic importance. This is a task which has not been previously covered adequately by any of the textbooks on EEG in the English language. It is particularly pleasant to notice that the dedication of this book is 'to the pioneer explorers of EEG patterns in premature and fullterm babies, Colette Dreyfus-Brisac, Dominique Samson-Dollfus, and Nicole Monod'.
The author briefly discusses the semeiology of particular types of EEGs: such as isoelectric records, those with partially depressed activity, the discontinuity of the EEG of premature infants, repetitive discharges, &c. Other chapters deal with neonatal convulsions, the question of whether there are any specific diagnostic EEG patterns in particular neonatal conditions, and the differentiation between normal and pathological spikes. There is a brief but very clear chapter on evoked potentials. This is a very nicely presented, concise, and wellillustrated booklet dealing with bedside electroencephalography in the neonatal period. The reproductions of the EEGs are good and the selection is excellent. The list of references is fairly comprehensive up to about 1970, but there are occasional references up to 1973 and two references of the author for 1974. The price quoted of $18 is rather steep for this little book, but the printing and general presentation are elegant. I hope that this small volume might stimulate interest in the use of electroencephalography in the neonatal period, an interest which is still sadly lacking in the UK. Unfortunately, in most instances, the value of any particular technique is not supported by the results of controlled trials. This book presents the beginning of what may yet prove to be successful measures in hepatic support. However, the specialist nature of the book and the price will limit its sales to experts who may well be familiar with the contents anyway. SHEILA SHERLOCK Professor of Medicine Royal Free Hospital Medical School
